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Article VI § 6, Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan
No later than May 1 of each year, the chair of each committee and sub entity of the Bar, with the assistance of the staff 
liaison, shall report to the Executive Director on a form provided by the State Bar on the activities and accomplishments of 
the committee or sub entity.

Modest Means Implementation
Jurisdiction: Develop the Modest Means module of the online marketplace/lawyer referral service especially by 

identifying new practice areas and flat rate services, and identifying methods of recruiting lawyers as 
panel members. 

Chair
P67570 Elizabeth A. Kitchen-Troop

Kline Legal Group PLC
483 Little Lake Dr Ste 200
Ann Arbor MI 48103-6221
Phone: (734) 302-7274
Fax: (734) 302-7222
e-mail: ekitchen@klinelegalgroup.com

Member
Term Ending: 2018
P53250 Georgette E. David, Ann Arbor
P71716 Tanisha Monique Davis, Southfield
P74826 Nicole A. Evans, East Lansing
P62522 Jennifer L. Hartke, Southfield
P71763 Lesley A. Hoenig, Mount Pleasant
P73367 Peter M. Kulas-Dominguez, Grand Rapids
P57727 Jennifer Veronica Lamp, Saint Joseph
P78898 Kathryn Larlee, Houghton

Laura Mancini, Pontiac
P74142 Todd Michael Morgan, Adrian
P47763 David E. Nykanen, Bloomfield Hills
P45407 Steven D. Reinheimer, Southfield
P80089 DeYana Joi Simmons-Howard, Detroit
P77752 Lisa Whitney Timmons, Detroit

State Bar Liaison
P32078 Candace A. Crowley, Lansing
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Committee Meeting Schedule: 

Please attach any additional information needed regarding Committee meetings as an addendum. 
*Please keep meeting descriptions brief.

Meeting Type Date Location 
Description 
Meeting Type 
Description 

Meeting Type 
Description 

Meeting Type 
Description 

Meeting Type 
Description 

Meeting Type 
Description 

Meeting Type 
Description 

Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work: 
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Committee Activities and Strategic Goal Accomplishments:  
Please list each accomplishment/activity, and indicate which strategic plan area it supports by checking the 
corresponding boxes. 
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Other Information: 
In addition to any other important information, please indicate the titles of any workgroups or subcommittees, and 
attach their annual report as an addendum. 

Approved by Approved Name 
Chair 
Co-chair 
Staff Liaison 
Other 


	updated modest means roster
	Modest Meanscc
	Untitled


	Meeting Type 1: First Meeting of Modest Means Work Group
	Meeting Date 1: 12.11.2017
	Location 1: Teleconference
	Description 1: Chair Liz Troop emphasized importance of work to develop modestmeans practices in Michigan. Staff introduced the pilot program to be implemented in the State Bar Lawyer Referral Service program. 
	Meeting Type 2: Meeting of Modest Means Work Group
	Meeting Date 2: 01.29.2018
	Location 2: Teleconference
	Description_2: Encourage familiarity with State Bar pilot program. Welcome new members from Real Property and Probate Section.Question whether 200% eligibility guideline actually reaches the target population.
	Meeting Type 3: Meeting of Modest Means Work Group 
	Meeting Date 3: 02.22.2018
	Location 3: Teleconference
	Description_3: Reviewed progress of pilot project and news that Counsel and Advocacy Law Line will begin referring callers legal aid programs are not able to assist. Continued to explore possible new areas of practice and flat/reduced rates.
	Meeting Type 4: Meeting of Modest Means Work Group 
	Meeting Date 4: 04.03.2018
	Location 4: Teleconference
	Description 4: Welcome new members from Family Law. Continue discussion of whether criminal law is appropriate for modest means services. Discuss options for obtaining section input on case types and possible flat/reduced rates.  
	Meeting Type 5: 
	Meeting Date 5: 
	Location 5: 
	Description 5: 
	Meeting Type 6: 
	Meeting Date 6: 
	Location 6: 
	Description 6: 
	Text1-1: Work as State Bar staff team to create and launch Lawyer Referral Service pilot project implementing recommendations of original modest means work group. 

Poll Affordable Legal Services Initiative members and review committee applications to identify members and chair of implementation group, poll for meeting dates, work with chair to draft agendas and organize meetings, provide materials, draft minutes, draft Annual Report. 
	Reset Section: 
	Text1-3: Review and understand State Bar Lawyer Referral Service pilot modest means program that includes family law work at $75 per hour with a ten hour retainer, and simple Chapter 7 bankrupcy cases at a $500 flat fee.  Income eligibility for pilot set at 200% of poverty and $5,000 of assets; service provided in this range qualify as pro bono services. Assess pilot project. Identify additional voices to include in work group, including sections whose work is likely amenable to modest means legal services. 
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	Text2-3: Determine how to expand beyond the family law and bankruptcy areas, and determine rates. Assess whether criminal law work is appropriate for modest means. Review Law Practice Economics update to assist in identifying fees. Assign section representatives to talk with Probate, Real Property, Solo & Small  Firm sections of possible areas of expansion. Explore possibility of adding expungement and driver's license restoration cases. 
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	Text3-3: Assess intersection of this work and the new limited scope representation rules. 
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	Text4-3: Help communicate about the pilot program, draft message to send to affinity bar associations. Use SBM Today communication for this purpose. 
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	Text5-3: Identify methods of recruiting lawyers as modest means panel members. 
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	Text1-5: 
State Bar of Michigan 
Modest Means Lawyer Referral Service Pilot Program
Overview statement developed by work group
December 19, 2017

The Modest Means Program is a State Bar of Michigan pilot program that targets clients who can't afford an attorney at the current market rate but who can pay a reduced rate to a Modest Means participating attorney.  To begin, this program will operate through the Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service and focus on family law and Chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, with an eye on expansion into many other areas of practice.  To qualify, a participant must earn at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines to receive a referral to a modest means family law attorney at the reduced hourly rate of $75/hour with a retainer of $750. The same income level is used to qualify for a Chapter 7 bankruptcy at a flat fee of $500.  The hope of the State Bar is to bridge the gap between clients qualifying for legal aid services or other programs for low-income people and those that can pay market rate for an attorney.  Besides serving the needs of the public, this program will permit attorneys to satisfy the State Bar’s Voluntary Pro Bono Standard. This program will also provide an opportunity for newer attorneys (to the practice or even just the particular practice area) to gain more experience, build rapport with other lawyers, judges, and clerks, and improve their skills, while representing a greatly underserved area of the population in our State. It provides an opportunity for more experienced lawyers to break into a new practice area, with new clientele. For each group, it provides the potential for income and is a good way to give back to the community. 

Additional note: This work group continues to look for additional case types and possible flat/reduced fee rates. 
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