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By Ted Brooks

Printing from Your iPad, iPhone,  
Android Phone, and Tablet

ome of the major printer man-
ufacturers, including Hewlett-
Packard (HP), Epson, Canon, 
and Brother, have produced 

apps that allow you to print directly from 
your wireless device to one of their wire-
less printers. You can easily find the apps 
by entering “print” in the iTunes or Google 
Play app search. These proprietary apps 
are available at no cost, and there are other 
“universal” apps available—some free and 
some for a price. There are limitations with 
these apps, however. For instance, while the 
HP ePrint app for Android does a nice job of 
printing documents and photos, printing an 
e-mail is not an option. If you already have 
a wireless printer, you may want to con-
sider these apps since the printer-specific 
ones are free and certainly worth a try—
especially if you only need to print to a 
single printer.

HP, Epson, and Lexmark also offer a 
series of AirPrint-ready printers, which will 
connect directly and print wirelessly from 
your iOS (iPad, iPhone, Mac) devices. If 
you’re in the market for a new printer, you 
might as well take a look.

Several apps can connect to your wireless 
network and print through your networked 
printer. Printopia, Printer Pro, and Print & 
Share are a few popular choices in iTunes. 
Keep in mind that some are Mac-only apps 

(e.g., Printopia), which won’t work in a Win-
dows environment. The downside of this 
scenario is you are actually printing through 
a computer that is, in turn, connected to 
your printer. So you’ll need to have your 
computer online any time you want to 
print. While it works well, it adds a level of 
dependency on a computer.

One of the coolest printing solutions I’ve 
seen recently is a hardware device that elim-
inates the need to feed your signal through 
another computer—the xPrintServer by Lan-
tronix. After trying it out, I’d have to say 
this is one very slick, well-designed device. 
I opened the box, didn’t bother reading 
any of the literature (one should refer to in-
structions only when or if absolutely neces-
sary, sort of like asking for directions when 
traveling), plugged in the device, connected 
to my network via the included cable, and 
then printed an e-mail from my iPad—all 
in approximately five minutes. It works.

Some of the major benefits of the xPrint-
Server are computer independence (you 
don’t need a networked computer running 
in order to print), platform independence 
(works on both iOS and Windows net-
works), thousands of printer choices (more 
than 4,000 printers currently supported with 
others available on request), and it allows 
you to keep and use the printers you al-
ready have. Additionally, the home edition 
features a USB input that allows you to 
connect your printer via a USB cable, mean-
ing you can “network” your standalone 

printer. Although xPrintServer doesn’t sup-
port Android devices at this time, Lantronix 
is a networking solutions company, so I 
would expect to see Android support at 
some point.

You can print wirelessly from your Mac 
or Windows laptop to a networked or USB 
printer connected to the xPrintServer by 
using the Apple Bonjour printing service—
again without having to run your print job 
through another computer and without the 
need for a wireless printer. The Mac OS al-
lows you to simply add a new printer. If you 
have a Windows system, you can get addi-
tional information and download the Bon-
jour app at http://support.apple.com/kb/
DL999. Printing from my Windows laptop 
through the xPrintServer was as quick as 
printing directly through my network, mak-
ing it simple to set up portable wireless 
printing for a trial team. Since the xPrint-
Server connects to your network through 
a standard cable, security exists via your 
network. In other words, if your iPad is on 
the same wireless network as your printer 
(wired or wireless), you can print without 
logging in to anything else. If you’re not 
logged in to your network, you will not 
have access to the printer or data sent to it.

The xPrintServer is available in a home 
edition, which I tested, and a network edi-
tion. For small and home offices, the home 
edition should fit the bill. For larger instal-
lations with several users, the network edi-
tion will work. One main difference is the Law Practice Solutions is a regular fea

ture brought to you by the Practice Manage
ment Resource Center (PMRC) of the State 
Bar of Michigan, featuring articles on prac
tice management for lawyers and their staff. 
For more resources offered by the PMRC, 
visit our website at http://www.michbar.
org/pmrc/content.cfm or call our Help
line at (800) 3419715 to speak with JoAnn 
Hath away or Diane Ebersole, Practice Man
agement Advisors.
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You can print wirelessly from your laptop 
without having to run your print job through 
another computer and without the need for  
a wireless printer.
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USB interface—currently it’s included only 
in the home edition, but the network edi-
tion should include this in the future.

  Home Edition—designed for 
consumers/home use

	 	 •		Supports	USB	printers	(turns	any	
USB printer into a networked 
printer that can be shared by  
all users)

	 	 •		Supports	networked	printers—
wired or wireless

	 	 •		MSRP	$99.95

  Network Edition—designed for 
small- to medium-size businesses

	 	 •		Supports	a	virtually	unlimited	
number of network-connected 
printers (wired or wireless)

	 	 •		MSRP	$149.95

Admittedly, the xPrintServer is a bit pric-
ier than your average app, but you’re get-
ting a piece of hardware that, in effect, 
eliminates the need for a computer to en-
able	printing.	Rather	than	comparing	its	cost	
with an app with only part of the function-
ality, the fairer comparison might be the 
cost of a computer or new printer. This de-
vice can be used at home or in the office 
and	easily	set	up	in	remote	locations.	Rather	
than a single specific function, the xPrint-
Server can be adapted to a variety of cur-
rent and future situations. n

This article was previously published 
in August 2012 in the blog Court Technol-
ogy and Trial Presentation; see http://trial-
technology.blogspot.com/2012/08/print-
from-ipad-iphone-android-phone.html.
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