STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN
2013-2014 Annual Report

Committee Name: Judicial Qualifications Committee

Jurisdictional Statement:

Evaluate candidates for appointment to judicial vacancies and report in confidence to the authority
requesting its assistance.

The chief staff attorney of the Attorney Grievance Commission serves as reporter for this
committee. The appointed members are limited to three two-year terms. Chairs of the committee may
serve more than three two-year terms. This committee may have more than 15 members.

Co-Chairs (term expiration):

Kathleen L. Bogas (2015) Daniel T. Stepek (2014)

Bogas Koncius & Croson PC PO Box 46877

31700 Telegraph Rd Ste 160 Mount Clemens, MI 48046-6877
Bingham Farms, MI 48025-3404  Phone: (586) 228-7084

Phone: (248) 502-5000 E-mail: d.stepek@comcast.net

Fax: (248) 502-5001
E-mail: kbogas@kbogaslaw.com

Reporter:

Ruthann Stevens

Senior Associate Counsel
Attorney Grievance Commission
535 Griswold St Ste 1700
Detroit, MI 48226

Phone: (313) 961-6585

Fax: (313) 961-5819

Staff Liaisons:

Nkrumah Johnson-Wynn Janna Sheppard

Assistant General Counsel Administrative Assistant
State Bar of Michigan State Bar of Michigan
Michael Franck Building Michael Franck Building

306 Townsend St 306 Townsend St

Lansing, MI 48933 Lansing, MI 48933

Phone: (517) 346-6310 Phone: (517) 346-6357

Fax: (517) 372-0401 Fax: 517-372-0401
nwynn@mail.michbar.org jsheppard@mail.michbar.org
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Committee Members (term expiration):

Darcie R. Brault, Southfield (2015)

José T. Brown, Flint (2015)

David E. Christensen, Farmington Hills (2015)
David H. Fink, Bloomfield Hills (2015)

Kiffi Y. Ford, Lansing (2015)

Susan E. Gillooly, Detroit (2015)

Elizabeth P. Hardy, Birmingham (2015)
Pamela R. Harwood, Troy (2014)

Darryl T. Johnson, Suttons Bay (2015)
Michael S. Leib, Southfield (2014)

Donald E. McGinnis, Jr., Troy (2015)

Lambro Niforos, Grosse Pointe Woods (2015)
Hal G. Ostrow, Grand Rapids (2014)

Gerald V. Padilla, Birmingham (2014)
Norman H. Pylman, Grand Rapids (2014)
Frank Harrison Reynolds, Lansing (2015)
Gene Schnelz, Birmingham (2014)

Kurt Schnelz, Birmingham (2014)

Daniel M. Share, Detroit (2015)
Elizabeth A. Stafford, Detroit (2015)
Jeffery V. Stuckey, Lansing (2015)

Judith A. Susskind, Southfield (2015)
Leonard A. White, Saint Joseph (2014)
Betty R. Widgeon, Ann Arbor (2015)
Rock A. Wood, Grand Rapids (2014)

Committee Meetings held between May 2013 and April 2014:

May 14, 2013
August 13, 2013
September 10, 2013
November 12, 2013
December 10, 2013
April 8, 2014

Resources Provided by the State Bar of Michigan in Support of Committee Work:

In support of the work of this Committee, the State Bar of Michigan provides a meeting room in the
Michael Franck Building as well as lunch for the Committee members. The State Bar staff liaisons
coordinate the interview schedule, report the Committee’s ratings for each candidate directly to the
Governor’s Office, and handle administrative tasks and other matters as necessary.

Committee Activities:

As requested by the Governor, the Judicial Qualifications Committee interviews and rates candidates
for appointment to judicial vacancies. A representative from the Governor’s Office, the Reporter, and the
State Bar staff liaisons also attend the meetings. The work of the Committee members, the Reporter, and
the State Bar staff liaisons (which includes preparation for the interviews, candidate interviews, and the
ratings reported by the State Bar directly to the Governor’s Office) is confidential.

Committee meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month and/or as requested. From May
2013 through April 2014, the Committee met 6 times and interviewed 61 candidates for judicial vacancies.
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