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After the 2009-2010 annual report was submitted, the Committee conducted a meeting by telephone
conference call on June 30, 2010, finalizing its comments on the recommendations to the Judicial
Crossroads Task Force by task force committees.

Resources provided by the State Bar of Michigan in support of committee work: The
committee receives staff support from Elizabeth Lyon and Carrie Sharlow. The State Bar covers
meeting refreshments. Bar staff provided information regarding actions by the Board of
Commissioners and Representative Assembly and the status of pending legislation and proposals
before the Michigan Supreme Court; recommendations adopted by the Judicial Crossroads Task
Force and implementation steps; circulated meeting materials and notices (both in hard copy and by
email) and arranged for conference call participation for members who could not attend meetings in
person.

Committee Activities: The Committee reviewed and discussed 6 Supreme Court rule proposals
and submitted public policy positions on 5 of them. These were considered by the Board of
Commissioners or the Executive Committee. In three cases, the governing bodies of the State Bar
referenced the Civil Procedure & Courts Committee’s positions and comments in the official
positions letters to the Court. On April 5, 2011, the Court’s amended MCR 2.403, 2.411, 3.216 and
added new MCR 3.412, adopting language that the Committee had submitted in its public policy
positions, which the State Bar attached to its official position letter.

The Committee discussed a number of other topics that did not result in public policy positions. In
one case it submitted a suggestion that will be circulated for comment among other potentially
interested sections and committees. And the Committee continues to work on several proposals for
rule changes suggested by members or referred to the Committee by others.

The committee may take additional action at the April 30, 2011 meeting, which will take place after
this report is submitted.

Future Goals and Activities: The Committee expects to continue to review proposed court rule
amendments and legislation and to both initiate and further develop its own proposals.
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